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A 21st Century 
High School Education 
in a Small Caring 
Environment

Academy of
Information

Technology &
Engineering

An Interdistrict Magnet Public
College Preparatory High School

Serving Lower Fairfield County

AITE @ Rippowam Campus
411 High Ridge Road
Stamford, CT 06905

(203) 977-4336
(203) 977-6638 (fax)

www.aitestamford.org

What makes 
AITE unique?

Small Student Population
IT & Pre-Engineering 
Programs
Technology Rich 
Environment
Certified Professional Faculty
Rigorous Academic 
Preparation
Early College Experience
Integration of Technology in 
all Classes
Virtual High School
Multicultural Diversity
Develops the Whole Child
















Open hOuse schedule 
fOr 2008/2009

Saturday, October 25  10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Saturday, December 6  10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Thursday, January 8  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Saturday, January 31  10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

last day to apply—february 9, 2009

Empowering students to shape the future! 
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DEBBIE TRAVIS’
HOUSE TO 
HOME

YEARNING FOR COMFORT
BY DEBBIE TRAVIS

Dear Debbie: We live in a modest 
three-bedroom home that hasn’t had 
much attention for about 20 years. We 
are about to invest in redecorating, 
and I would like to stay away from all 
the modern sleek lines of today’s hot 
looks. I want my home to remind me 
of days gone by. I know I sound crazy, 
but I want my home to feel like it’s 
giving me a big hug. — Gwendolyn

Dear Gwendolyn: Wow, I know how 
you feel. I saved your letter for the 
last two weeks of the year, as I think 
most of the world is feeling like this 
after the disastrous daily news about 
the economy. When times are hard, 
we become nostalgic, and this time of 
the year makes us feel even more like 
surrounding ourselves with the smells, 
touch, sights and sounds of a simpler 
era — the comforts of home. 

When I look back through the 
past century of design, I note that 
when times were good, for instance, 
during the Art Deco and Art Nouveau 
periods, style was sleeker and more 
streamlined. The same goes for the 
’60s. On the other hand, when times 
were tough, like during the second 
World War, we saw richer, darker 

colors and heavy fabrics.

You are not alone in your thinking. 
I am seeing that trend happening 
around us now, and it is starting 
from the very top. One of my favorite 
designers, Tricia Guild, and her 
company Designers Guild, has 
just launched a new collection of 
fabrics and wallcoverings. The Royal 
Collection Fabrics and Wallpapers 
was inspired by the magnificent 
interiors of Buckingham Palace and 
Windsor Castle, official residences 
of Her Majesty the Queen, and by 
works of art in the Royal Collection. 
I will be telling you much more about 
this fascinating story and how it came 
about in a future column, but an 
example of these glorious fabrics is 
shown here, and illustrates the best in 
historic style.

 For your own home, I would 
look toward classic furnishings 
reupholstered in rich textured fabrics 
that say one thing — pure 
comfort — a chair to curl up 
in, a sofa to cuddle on. Visit 
auctions and estate sales, 
and then order fabrics that 
remind you of the coziness 
of your childhood.

As we all know, wallpaper 
is back. Check out the 
papers that are growing 
in popularity, that bring 
nostalgia to the forefront: 
florals, classic stripes and of 
course the trend that won’t 
go away — damask, in all 
its glory.

Paint colors are muted 
jewel tones, but with 
combinations that are new 
and fresh — mousy browns 
with aqua, silver and gold 
living happily together, and 
every shade of berry.

We are once again looking 
at furnishings meant to 
be well-used, rugs that 
fit beside a fireplace, an 

armchair with a dog comfortably 
sleeping and the many patinas of 
polished wood. To keep these looks 
modern is simple, less cluttered than 
our ancestors, and touches of today’s 
more modern shapes and style all 
thrown in.

Happy holidays, everyone, and 
much health and happiness for the 
New Year. I am honored to answer 
your questions each week, which 
always seem so much more than 
about decorating — they are about the 
way we live our lives.

* * *

(c) 2008 Debbie Travis 

Distributed by King Features Syndicate

Debbie Travis’ House to Home column 
is produced by Debbie Travis and Barbara 

Dingle. Please e-mail your questions to 
house2home@debbietravis.com. For more 

ideas, look for Debbie’s newest book, 
“Kitchens and Baths.”

The Royal Collection Fabrics and Wallpapers 
produced by Designers Guild. Designers Guild 
fabrics show the very best in updated traditional style, 
and will transform your living room into a welcoming 
oasis of comfort.
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HOLIDAY TRAVEL
BY HELOISE

Dear Readers: Is your pet a part of your upcoming travel 
plans for the holidays? Be sure you pack for your pet, too! 

Here are some ideas to keep in mind:
n Bedding and a blanket, especially if your pet is elderly.
n Bowls for food and water; bottled water for the trip.
n Food and treats — be sure to measure enough for the 

number of days and a little extra.
n Medications and a copy of vet records.
n And remember, many cities have laws against animal 

droppings being left behind — so take along a pooper scoop 
or plastic bags from the newspaper or the store. — Heloise

P.S.: We also bring along a few of Cabbie’s toys!

RECYCLE
 Here is a helpful pet hint to make a low-cost, warm, comfy 

bed using plastic grocery-store bags and foam peanuts. 
Loosely stuff plastic bags with foam peanuts and tie the han-
dles together. You can put these in a pillowcase or a dog-bed 
cover. When the peanuts squash down, just refill with bags of 
fresh foam peanuts. — Heloise   

RAISING BIRDS
Dear Heloise: If you raise birds, you should only put 

proper bird nesting material (not cotton balls or dryer lint) in 
their cage. You can buy the bedding at any pet store. I was 
raising zebra finches, and many times they would have six 
babies at a time. I started putting puppy food (dry, moistened 
with water) in the cage to help the mother and father feed the 
babies. They were all healthy and happy! — Kelly in Colo-
rado 

SAFETY CAT 
Dear Heloise: Don’t leave the washing-machine lid open 

— cats have been known to slip inside! Always close the lid, 
or check that kitty isn’t napping inside. Our cat was missing 
and was finally found in the machine. The same thing could 
happen in the dryer, so check both machines when your cat 
is missing if you are in the habit of leaving the lids open. 
— Rachel in Texas

TRASH-CAN DILEMMA
Dear Heloise: Years ago, I was having trouble with animals 

getting into my trash can. Even though I never saw them, I 
was told it was raccoons. One night, I had the cabinet open 
as I was taking the trash bag out of the can. I spotted the red 
pepper. I still shake some in the bag every time I put the trash 
out.

I’ve always said the raccoons have spread the word not to 
go near that crazy lady’s trash. — Crazy Lady, Hyattsville, 
Md.

FISH AQUARIUM
Dear Heloise:  My son said he really wanted a fish aquar-

ium. So, we bought a small one and a couple of fish. In no 
time, my son was tired of the aquarium, because it does take 
some work.

So, my suggestion (especially with the holidays almost 
here) is to research before purchase. This is true of any pet. 
They all take some time, work and proper care. I should have 
bought a book first and explained to my son he would be re-
sponsible for feeding the fish and cleaning the aquarium. We 
now have the aquarium sitting in the garage waiting for our 
garage sale. — Linda in Tennessee

PET PAL
Dear Readers: Marie Martin of Oakland, Maine, sent a 

photo of her all-white (except for black and brown markings 
on his head) cat, Hobie-com, looking like he is waiting for it 
to be his turn on the computer. Marie says, “Hobie came to us 
as a stray and loves the computer, and he watches every move 
on the screen.”— Heloise

(c) 2008 by King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Become a Regional Publisher of THE BEST OF TIMES magazine, call (203) 968-0748. Florida, Texas, California available.

FIVE REMARKABLE BARGAINS IN TRAVEL

With so many Americans feeling financially pressed, the 
travel industry has been forced to create some of its best 
bargains ever. Here are just five of them:

1. A glamorous cruise costing $23 a day. Though this 
won’t happen until Nov. 1, 2009, it’s a world’s wonder for 
which you might consider booking long in advance. It’s a 14-
night cruise on the Norwegian Dawn from New York to Mi-
ami, sailing down the east coast of the U.S. to the Caribbean, 
then circling through much of that tropical sea (and making 
many stops) before heading up to Miami. Those 14 nights, 
amazingly enough, can be bought for $319 per person, which 
comes to precisely $22.79 per person per night — surely, the 
lowest price in travel history for cruises on a quality ship. 
Call White Travel Service Inc. at 800-547-4790 to buy it. Or 
go to www.whitetravel.com to learn more.

2. This year, a seven-night Christmas cruise for $290 per 
person. That same well-known cruise broker, White Travel 
Service, is offering inside cabins on the comfortable Costa 
Fortuna for only $290 per person on its Christmas-season de-
parture of Dec. 21, round-trip from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for 
seven nights, going to Key West, Grand Cayman, Roatan and 
Cozumel — and yes, those dates overlap Christmas, which 
will be celebrated on ship.

3. A four-night winter “week” in Venice for only $699, 
including air. From now until March 31 (excepting only the 

holidays), Tourcrafters will be offering midweek departures 
to Venice (called the “Venice Supersaver”) for only $699 per 
person, including airfare and fuel surcharge from either New 
York or Boston to Venice, four nights at the Hotel Hesperia, 
overlooking the Canareggio Canal, daily buffet breakfast, 
service charges and taxes. The package costs only $30 more 
from Chicago, $89 more from Miami, and $215 more from 
Los Angeles, and there’s an added charge of about $112 for 
government taxes and fees. At these prices, Venice is again 
a travel treasure. For reservations, call 800-482-5995 or go 
online to www.tourcrafters.com. 

4. An air-and-land package to the beaches of Costa Rica 
for $649. Most air-and-land packages to Costa Rica bring 
you to the uninteresting city of San Jose, from which you 
must then undertake a fairly lengthy car or bus trip to ei-
ther the beaches of Guanacaste, the Arenal Volcano or other 
places of interest. By contrast, a new air-and-land package 
flies you, for as little as $649, directly into the beach area of 
Guanacaste, where you are put up for four nights at a fine 
resort, including all three meals daily, unlimited beverages 
and much else. The exact prices: $649 from New York, $699 
from Miami, Houston or Chicago and $799 from Los Ange-
les or San Francisco, valid from Nov. 20 to Dec. 15,  
from Jan. 4 to Feb. 14, 2009, and from March 1-31, 2009.  
Between Feb. 15 and Feb. 28, add $185. Contact  
travelthemesanddreams.com or phone 877-870-7447.  

5. The biggest discounts ever at Club Med. Essentially, 
for stays from now until April 25, 2009 (except for holiday 
periods), eight of the best-known Club Meds are offering 
seven all-inclusive nights for the price of three. That’s a 
whopping discount, amounting to a reduction of greater than 
50 percent. Go to the Club Med Web site (www.clubmed.
com), click on “7-Day Weekend,” and you’ll find weeklong 
rates (airfare not included) of $793 per person at the Club 
Med Sandpiper in Florida, $965 at the Club Med Ixtapa on 
the Pacific Coast of Mexico, $965 at the Club Med Cancun, 
$929 at the Club Med Punta Cana in the Dominican Repub-
lic, $996 at the Club Med Caravelle in Guadeloupe, $1,065 at 
the Club Med Buccaneer’s Creek in Martinique and $965 at 
the Club Med Turkoise in the Turks and Caicos. 

(c) 2008 by Arthur Frommer
Distributed by King Features Syndicate

BUDGET TRAVEL
F R O M M E R ’ S

BY ARTHUR FROMMER

The Grand Canal of Venice.
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By Monte Dutton

Nothing offers greater testimony to Jimmie Johnson’s virtuosity 
than his performance in relation to others more celebrated than 
he.

Johnson won his third consecutive Sprint Cup championship, 
matching a feat previously achieved only once, by Cale Yarbor-
ough, 30 years ago when it was the Winston, not the Sprint Cup.

How can such a racing dynamo be underrated?
Somehow, Johnson is. Maybe it’s his cheerful, modest de-

meanor. Maybe it’s his association with Jeff Gordon, who has won 
four championships and 81 races. Maybe it’s the credit given his 
brilliant crew chief, Chad Knaus. Maybe it’s the unprecedented 
popularity of another Hendrick Motorsports teammate, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr.

Even allowing for all that, though, it’s still hard to figure.
The last person who will extol the virtues of Jimmie Johnson is, 

well, Jimmie Johnson.
“I don’t think it’s my place to really say where I fit in,” he said. “I 

feel like I’m doing my job. Against these guys I’m racing against 
now, I know where I fit in and how good my team is. The perfor-
mances that I’ve been able to put up, I’m very proud of that, but, 
as far as the history books and things like that, it’s just not my 
place to say.

“On top of that, I’m 33 and have a lot of years left of driving. I 
think I’ll still have more opportunities to increase my position.”

Johnson, who grew up in an El Cajon, Calif., trailer park, 
doesn’t have to say a word about himself. The numbers do the 
talking. During the span of his career, he has won nearly twice as 

John Clark/NASCAR This Week

Jimmie Johnson clinched his third straight championship at 
Homestead.

many races (40) as any other driver. From 2002, when Johnson 
didn’t even win Raybestos Rookie of the Year, to the present, only 
Gordon (23) and Tony Stewart (21) have met Johnson more than 
halfway.

Don’t think Johnson’s great streak is going to end at three, ei-
ther. Two drivers, Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt, each have 
won seven championships, total, but no one has won four in a 
row. With three straight a done deal, Gordon said the real number 
is four.

“In all reality, that’s probably the mark they’re really looking at,” 
said Gordon. “Only one other person has done it in the history of 
the sport with three in a row, and it was a totally different points 
system then, a different era, a different time, and I think, to really 
put yourself in your own category and really stand out, it’s to go 
four in a row.”

* * *
In a move admittedly grounded in economic reality, NASCAR 

announced it was suspending testing in 2009 for its three national 
series — Sprint Cup, Nationwide and what will be Camping World 
Trucks — and two regional ones.Testing has been a hot topic for 
months, dating back to a July gathering in New Hampshire. The 
slumping economy turned the prevailing view in recent weeks 
from expansion to elimination.

“NASCAR has routinely adjusted its test policy over the years to 
reflect current conditions,” said NASCAR President Mike Helton.

Teams will undoubtedly conduct tests at tracks where no NAS-
CAR-sanctioned races are held, but Helton said the elimination of 
testing at NASCAR tracks will save the industry millions of dollars.

NASCAR has faced little other than steady growth for the past 
35 years, but Helton said NASCAR is adjusting its policies based 
on recommendations from  “stakeholders.”

“It’s their sport today,” he said. “We have to consult with spon-
sors, race tracks, owners and other partners. That’s what deci-
sions have to be based on. We have to talk with the stakeholders 
to see how they’re being impacted.”

* * *
Let’s say a driver has all but won a third straight championship. 

Let’s say only a disaster could stop him. Does that make him su-
perstitious? More superstitious? Yes and no. 

Jimmie Johnson said he has superstitions. He hasn’t ever no-
ticed them doing him any good. He’s not more superstitious right 
now, though.

If Johnson sees a penny, he kicks it until it reads “heads.” On 
Friday morning, he set his alarm for 7:03 a.m., the “3” signifying 
championships. He set his microwave timer at 48 seconds for the 
number on his Chevrolet.

“I’ve been there when it’s worked, and I’ve been there when it 
doesn’t,” he said. “I guess you do it just in case.”
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Villa Maria Education Center  
Making Success A Reality  

for Children with Learning Disabilities 

Open House 9:30 AM 
January 12, 2009  

March 2, 2009 
May 11, 2009 

161 Sky Meadow Drive, Stamford, CT 06903 
(203) 322-5886   www.villamariaedu.org  
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THE HUG OF A CHILD
By Victoria Harnesh Benson
As we drove across town, I prepared my two children for what they 

were about to see. A lady from our new church was dying of cancer, 
and I had volunteered to help her with the housework. “Annie has a 
tumor in her head, which has disfigured her face,” I cautioned them.

Annie invited me to bring my children with me one day, as I had 
told her so much about them. “Most children are frightened by my 
appearance,” she said. “So I will understand if they don’t want to meet 
me.”

I struggled for the words to describe Annie’s appearance to my 
son and daughter. Then I remembered a movie I’d seen two years 
earlier with my son, when he was 10. I wanted him to understand that 
disabled people are like anyone else — their feelings can be hurt, too.

“David, remember the movie ‘Mask,’ about the boy with the facial 
deformity?”

“Yes, Mom. I think I know what to expect.” His tone told me it was 
time to stop mothering him so much.

“What does a tumor look like?” Diane asked me.
Answering my 9-year-old daughter would be tricky. In order to 

prevent Diane’s revulsion when she met Annie, I needed to prepare her 
just enough but not too much. I didn’t want to frighten the child.

“Her tumor looks like the skin on the inside of your mouth. It 
sticks out from under her tongue and makes it hard for her to talk. 
You’ll see it as soon as you meet her, but there’s nothing to be afraid 
of. Remember, don’t stare. I know you’ll want to look at it ... that’s 
all right ... just don’t stare.” Diane nodded. I knew she was trying to 
picture a tumor in her mind.

“Are you kids ready for this?” I asked as we pulled up to the curb.
“Yes, Mom,” David said, sighing as only a preteen can.
Diane nodded and tried to reassure me. “Don’t worry, Mommy. I’m 

not scared.”
We entered the living room, where Annie was sitting in her recliner, 

her lap covered with notecards for her friends. I stood across the room 
with my children, aware that anything could happen next.

At the sight of my children, Annie’s face brightened. “Oh, I’m so 
glad you came to visit,” she said, dabbing a tissue at the drops of 
saliva that escaped from her twisted mouth.

Then it happened. I watched David stride across the room to Annie’s 
chair, wrap his arms around her shoulders and press his cheek to her 
misshapen face. Smiling, he looked into her eyes and said, “I’m happy 
to meet you.”

Just when I didn’t think I could be more proud, Diane copied her big 

brother and gave Annie the precious, accepting hug of a child.
My throat tightened with emotion as I saw Annie’s eyes well up 

with grateful tears. I had nothing to worry about.
***

From “Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christian Kids.” Reprinted by 
permission of Victoria Harnesh Benson. (c) 1999

THE COLLECTION BASKET
 By Jan K. Collins
My mother was my dad’s grand passion in life. One of my fondest 

childhood memories was watching my father flip on the radio each 
morning before he left for work, then whirl my mother around the 
kitchen floor in a joyous dance.

But second only to my mother in the love department was my 
father’s adoration of golf. My dad, a Michigan dentist named Cy 
Collins, cherished the game. He was a deft player, regularly shooting 
in the low 70s for 18 holes. He played whenever he could, at home and 
on vacation in Hawaii, Scotland and other locales. Golf was truly his 
nectar of the gods.

 In the early 1980s, we began noticing the early signs of the 
Alzheimer’s disease that eventually took his life. Dad became 
confused and forgetful. Though he had paid the family bills for 
decades, numbers now mystified him. Once he took the family car 
out for a drive and became lost, stopping only when he ran out of gas 
many miles from home. But Dad’s love of golf lived on. He couldn’t 
remember many things, but he remembered perfectly how to play the 
game. His drives and his putts were as good as ever.

And this is the part of the story where Dad’s love of golf and 
generosity of spirit converged in the most touching way. A few years 
before he died in the small northern Michigan town where they had 
a summer home, Mom and Dad went to Sunday Mass as usual. Dad 
smiled and shook hands with friends and neighbors, then listened 
attentively to the priest’s sermon. And when the collection basket was 
passed down his pew, Dad very deliberately reached into his pocket 
and placed in the basket the most precious gift he could imagine: three 
golf balls.

***
From “Chicken Soup for the Soul: Tales of Golf and Sport.” 

Reprinted by permission of Jan K. Collins. (c) 1998

(c) 2008 Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate

Chicken Soup for the Soul
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OLD BOTTLES
Q: I like to dig for old bottles, and just 

found two identical blown-glass bottles in 
a town in Illinois. The bottles are 6 5/16 
inches tall, and appear to have had cork 
stoppers. The words embossed on them 
are, “Lynn’s Medicines are Good.” 

A: Your bottles originally held a 19th-
century “patent medicine” concoction 
advertised as a treatment for diarrhea. 
Patent medicines were promoted all over 
the United States from the mid-1800s 
into the early 1900s. The extravagant 
claims manufacturers made for many of 
these medicines was part of the reason 
Congress passed the Pure Food and 
Drugs Act in 1906. Your bottles are rare 
and are worth $300 to $400 each in good 
condition.

* * *

Q: I have a French ceramic coffee set 
for eight. The bottom is incised “Marius 
Giuge, Vallauris, France.” I can’t find any 
information about this maker.

A: Marius Giuge (1909-1980) was a 
potter who began working in Vallauris, a 
small town in Southern France, around 
1950. Vallauris has been a pottery center 
since Roman times, and was known 
for its cookware. The industry began to 
decline in the early 20th century, after 
aluminum and plastic cookware became 
popular, but revived after Pablo Picasso 
began designing pottery in Vallauris in 
1946. This attracted other potters as well 
as buyers, and many studios, shops and 
galleries opened up in Vallauris. There 
are now more than 200 potters working in 
Vallauris.

* * *

Q: I have been searching for 
information about a Hopalong Cassidy 
glass I own. It is milk glass with black and 
red decorations, and says “Snack Milk.” I 

have been told the glass is rare and could 
be worth more than $1,000. Can you help 
me with more information? 

A: Your Hopalong Cassidy tumbler 
was part of a boxed set of four milk 
glass tumblers to be used for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and snacks. They were 
made with solid-black or black and red 
graphics. There is also a blue set. Each 
glass has different pictures. The “snack 
milk” glass features an image of Hoppy 
on one side and a verse on the other: 
“Hoppy says: ‘Milk with snacks will help 
you hustle, builds strong bones ’n teeth ’n 
muscle.’” The snack glass is the hardest 
to find, especially the solid-black version. 
Individual tumblers from this set are 
selling for $40 to $60. The snack tumblers 
sell for $100 to $295. The one with the 
solid black decoration is at the higher end. 
Complete sets with the original box could 
sell for as much as $600.

* * *

Q: Thirty years ago, I was given a large 

cast-iron Uncle Sam doorstop. Uncle 
Sam’s lifted right arm is holding a star, 
and his left hand carries an American flag 
on a pole. The figure is marked “Midwest 
Importers.” When I had a garage sale a 
while back, a man saw it and told me not 
to sell it because it could be valuable. 
What do you think?

A: Your doorstop was made in Asia, 
probably Taiwan, and was new or close to 
new when it was given to you. The mark 
is the clue. Uncle Sam was imported and 
sold here by Midwest Importers. If in good 
condition, you might get $50 for it. The 
doorstops collectors hunt for are older 
ones made in the United States during the 
1920s, ’30s and ’40s. Some sell for prices 
into the thousands.

* * *

Q: I have a kidney-shaped mahogany 
desk with a leather top. It’s in excellent 
condition and was made by the Maddox 
Table Co. of Jamestown, N.Y. Can you 
give me some information about it?

A: William Maddox, the son of an 
English immigrant, founded the Maddox 
Table Co. in 1898. He experimented with 
new advertising techniques by sending 
a showman around the world to promote 
his furniture and was one of the first 
Jamestown furniture makers to trademark 
his products. The company made tables, 
desks and other case furniture. William 
Maddox invented all sorts of furniture-
making machines, including a polisher for 
tabletops, and later founded a company 
to manufacture the machinery. His table 
company was sold to the Shearman 
Brothers Lounge Co. of Jamestown in 
1919, and the Maddox name continued to 
be used until 1985.

* * *

© 2008 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Distributed by King Features Syndicate

This whalebone chair is probably American. It 
had mortise-and-tenon joints and whalebone 

pins. The style is similar to chairs from the 
1810-1830 period. It sold in November at 

Bonhams in Australia for $56,742.
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GREENWICH CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE CENTER
1200 East Putnam Avenue, Riverside, CT  203 698-1419

QUALITY medical care is available immediately and  
without an appointment when you walk into the  
GREENWICH CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE CENTER

Treatment of routine illnesses and injuries
School and sports physicals
Diagnosis of sprains and fractures
Minor eye injuries
Colds, coughs, flu and rashes
Lyme disease treatment
Summertime injuries including bee stings and tick bites
Lacerations and minor surgical procedures
X-ray and lab
Workers’ Comp treatment
Occupational health services
Botox now available

HOURS
Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

CONVENIENT
From I-95 (North or South) take exit 
5. Turn left off the ramp onto  
East Putnam Avenue. The Center is 
500 feet on your left.
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BY AL AND KELLY 
CARRELL
HOLIDAY MANTEL

For many of us, a sleek, 
plain fireplace gets a little 
old. After all, where will 
you hang the Christmas 
stockings? The fact is, if 
you don’t have a mantel, 
you can create one for 
a lot less effort and cost 
than you might think. Here 
are some ideas to get you 
moving in that direction.

Many antiques stores 
and even flea markets 
actually sell fireplace 
mantels that have been 
carefully removed from 
older homes. These can 
be stripped, repainted and 
installed fairly easily on a 
plain fireplace wall. They 
can be glued to the wall 
with construction adhesive 
and/or attached with 

concrete anchors. 
If that doesn’t work 

for you, take a look at the 
many pre-fab models. You 
can shop around and find 
mantels that are already 
put together and ready 
to install; many are very 
detailed. All are easy to 
install, and will give your 
fireplace a real face-lift.

If you really want to do 
all the work, you can create 
your own. You can create a 
basic background design 
from plywood. You will 
need two side pieces and 
a top piece. You will need 
a sturdy mantel shelf as 
well as all the trim to make 
it look the way you want. 
You will want a good metal 
tape, a level, construction 
adhesive, finish nails, 
concrete anchors and a 
miter saw. The rest is up to 
your own personal taste. 

Keep in mind that you 
should keep all combustible 
materials away from the 
firebox. Don’t forget a nice 
fire screen and some new 
fireplace tools to really 
spruce up the room. Have 
a happy holiday!

    * * *
Q: Why do the tube 

lights in my garage give 
me so much trouble in the 
wintertime? — G.V.

A: They are made 

to operate in warmer 
temperatures, so if the 
weather is cold and the 
garage isn’t insulated 
enough, it could cause 
them to flutter or not 
function properly. It might 
be possible to shop for a 
newer bulb made to work 
in colder climates, or a new 
fixture might be in order.

    * * *
Q: We are going to 

renovate our bathroom, 
and we have beige sinks 
and a beige bathtub. 
We are having trouble 
finding a matching beige 
toilet. What would you 
recommend, other than 
replacing everything? 
— H.J.

A: If you can find 
the name of the original 
manufacturer (located 
on the sink or tub), see if 
you can contact them for a 
source of replacement. If 
they can’t help you, maybe 
they can at least give you 
the paint code. 

If that doesn’t work, 
contact a kitchen and bath 
supplier, and put them 
to work on it. You can 
even check with building 
surplus houses and see if 
they have one. Sometimes 
you can get lucky on eBay 
or craigslist.com. Good 
luck!

T H E  S U P E R  H A N D Y M A N

Got a question or a handy tip? Send it to The Super Handyman in care of this 
publication, or visit our Web site at  www.thesuperhandyman.com. Those of general 

interest will be used in future columns. 
(c) 2008 Cowles Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved
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BED BUG SNIFFING DOGS
Our certified highly trained dog teams pinpoint 

areas infested with bed bugs for an average-sized 

room in about one and a 

half minutes. Advanced 

K9 Detectives LLC’s 

methods are the 

most cost effective, 

highest level of accuracy. 

Advanced K9 Detectives LLC 
888-5BedBugs (888-523-3284) • www.K9bedbugs.com  

• info@advancedk9detectives.com

QuarterPgK9March1_jg2.indd   1 1/23/08   3:16:47 PM
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STAN SMITH’S TENNIS CLASS

Play Better Golf  with JACK NICKLAUS

We hope you enjoy all the features and entertainment in our fun magazine.
Drop us a line if you have any suggestions, comments, or just to say “hello”

neal@thebestoftimes.us
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T h e  B e s t  &  T h e  W i t t i e s t


