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DEBBIE TRAVIS’
HOUSE TO 
HOME

ELEGANT LOUNGING
BY DEBBIE TRAVIS

We are furnishing our outdoor rooms 
with the care and aesthetic qualities once 
reserved for the living room or parlor. 
Elegant outdoor lounging has become a 
pleasing priority, and today’s well-de-
signed all-weather materials go hand in 
hand with style. Here’s what’s new.

Look for cast-aluminum frames; they 
are lighter than their wrought-iron coun-
terparts and rust-free. Built to be outside, 
the powder-coated frames are available 
in classic and contemporary styles that 
range from club chairs, ottomans and 
cocktail tables to stackable sling chairs 
and lounges. 

The choice in Sunbrella all-weather 
fabrics is another style boost. The Grand 
Haven club chair and ottoman shown 
here have plump cushions covered in 
Sunbrella’s Essence Onyx fabric. Visit 
www.hauserstores.com for more details. 

For a cottage or a plantation-theme 
setting, the classic wicker look is still 
with us, but upgraded with a variety 
of strong vinyl weaves that replace the 
wood. The best quality promises to be 
flexible (comfy), colorfast and water-
proof.

Wood is still popular. High-end teak 
is one of the hardest and more durable 
woods and requires almost no mainte-

nance. The rich, natural beauty of wood 
complements any era and any location.

* * *
Dear Debbie: I have a bentwood 

rocker that is pretty beat up, and I’d like 
to refinish it in white to fit in with my 
bedroom. The seat and back are rattan, 
and I don’t know if the paint will chip 
off. Is there a special paint or procedure? 
— Leslie

Dear Leslie: Follow the same prepara-
tion for both pre-painted surfaces and 
the rattan back and seat, which most 
likely have a sealer finish. Before paint-
ing, sand the wood and rattan lightly to 
rough up the surface so that paint will 
adhere. If you have sanded down to 
raw wood (on the frame or rattan), then 
apply a wood primer to seal the wood 
before you paint. The easiest way to 
paint rattan is with spray. A brush tends 
to leave globs of paint in the holes and 
cracks. Be sure to protect your work 
area, as spray paint becomes airborne. 
Spray the front and let dry, then turn 
over and spray the back. Use thin coats 
to protect from drips, and apply two 
coats per side.

* * *
Dear Debbie:We are moving into a 

condo, and I want it to be chic and pret-

ty. For the floors, I liked the idea in one 
of your columns where you described 
rubbed white, wide wood planks. Is the 
white-wood process too difficult for a 
senior to do? Is it expensive? Thanks so 
much for your consideration. — Judy

Dear Judy: You can buy pre-finished 
laminate floor boards with a whitewash 
look, which is what we used in the 
condo you mentioned. Check with your 
local flooring specialist, and they will 
direct you to the correct product. This is 
your easiest and probably least-expen-
sive option. If you want to stain or paint 
a new wood floor, then sand first to open 
the wood grain. For a whitewashed ef-
fect, apply white-wood floor stain. This 
creates a fresh patina that suits both cot-
tage and modern style. For solid white, 
apply two coats of white floor paint 
and then two coats of varnish for extra 
durability.

(c) 2008 Debbie Travis 

Distributed by King Features Syndicate

* * *

Debbie Travis’ House to Home column 

is produced by Debbie Travis and Barbara 

Dingle. Please e-mail your questions to 

house2home@debbietravis.com.	 			

Lush fabric design and curved frame detail herald the high style fashions available in 

today’s outdoor furnishings.
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SUNSCREEN FOR PETS
BY HELOISE

Dear Readers: Now that the days are getting longer and the 
sun will be out, we’ll be spending more time outside with our 
pets. But that warm sun we’ve been waiting for all winter can be 
a mixed blessing. 

Although a little sun is good for both you and your pet, too 
many ultraviolet rays can cause sunburn and eventually skin 
cancer. Excessive sun can also create problems for pets with 
existing skin conditions. What can you do? Get some pet sun-
screen, or use one made for babies (nothing containing zinc), 
and put some on the skin areas of your pet, like the tips of the 
ears and the nose. You can put it on the abdomen, too, but usu-
ally this is rubbed or licked off. Certain breeds and light-colored 
dogs and cats are most susceptible.  

Skin cancer is one of the more common types of cancer in 
pets. Skin tumors are very common in older dogs, although they 
usually are benign. Cats are more likely to develop the more 
deadly kind, so be sure to have your pet examined by a veteri-
narian for any signs of abnormalities. — Heloise 

CAT BOX
Dear Heloise: I am a new cat owner and was wondering how 

often to change the cat’s litter box. What do your experts say? 
— A New Kitty Owner, via e-mail

Well, ask your cat! Solid waste should be cleaned up every 
day. The litter should be replaced when wet or you can smell it! 
Kitties like clean boxes, and sometimes they won’t use them if 
they are too dirty. Would you want to? — Heloise 

NEW FISH
Dear Heloise: When adding new fish to an existing aquarium, 

don’t put them right into the tank. Keep them in the bag and 
float them on the top of the water until it is the same temperature 
as the aquarium water. When the temperature has regulated, the 
fish can be added to the aquarium. — Adrienne from Texas

Adrienne, this is true. Just dumping the fish in could cause 
them to be stressed, and they might not make the move. Also, if 
you have territorial fish, move the aquarium ornaments around 
before adding new fish — it makes them less aggressive in pro-
tecting “their” home. — Heloise 

BIRD CAGE
Dear Heloise: I have finches, and cleaning cages takes time. 

When I cut newspaper for the bottom, I cut several pieces and 
lay all of them on the bottom. When I remove the soiled paper, 
there is another sheet underneath, making the whole process 
easier. — K.M. in Texas

BIRD SUET 
Dear Heloise: I would like to make bird suet but cannot find 

my recipe. I have purchased all of the ingredients. Now my 
yard is full of birds, and I need the recipe. Where can I find it? 
— Judy, Baton Rouge, La.

I’m glad you asked. It’s that time of year, and we don’t want 
to leave our little guys and gals waiting! They will love this 
homemade recipe, and it makes a big batch, so you can wrap 
leftovers in wax paper, put in a freezer bag and freeze it. The 
recipe calls for:

1 cup lard (rendered fat of hogs, not vegetable oil)
1 cup peanut butter (crunchy or plain)
1 cup flour
2 cups instant oatmeal
2 cups cornmeal
1 cup raisins
1 cup ground peanuts (unsalted)
Carefully melt the lard and peanut butter in a large pot over 

low heat, then add all of the other ingredients and stir to mix. 
Pour it into a large pan and put in the refrigerator overnight. It 
will firm up. 

Then just cut into blocks to fit your suet feeder. Or you can 
reuse the containers that commercial suet comes in.

And why spend a bunch of money on fancy feeder hooks 
when a good old coat hanger will work great? Just bend it into 
a hook on each end, or use two if you need it longer, and you’ll 
have a strong, inexpensive suet hanger! — Heloise 
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS in Mort Walker’s THE BEST OF TIMES 
For Advertising Opportunities please call RJ Schwartz at 203 978-1313

PET PAL
Dear Readers: Karen Bruce 

of Gastonia, N.C., sent a photo 
of her 87-year-old grandmother, 
Lessie Raines, and her 15-year-
old cat, Conway Kitty, nestled in 
her arms. Karen says, “My grand-
mother loved the famous country 
singer so much that she named 
her cat after him.”  — Heloise

(c) 2008 by King Features Syndicate 
Inc.
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Great opportunity! Become a Regional Publisher of THE BEST OF TIMES magazine, call (203) 968-0748 for info.

EUROPEAN TRAVEL TIPS

My recent seven days on a Rhine riverboat (stopping in six 
cities and four countries), followed by three nights in Lucerne, 
Switzerland, can’t really be considered a substantial trip. But, as 
in any overseas setting, you are reminded by actual fresh experi-
ences about the basic principles of smart travel, as follows:

1. The various European rail passes are more valuable than 
ever. From checking the railroad ticket offices, it became obvi-
ous to me that the increase in the cost of point-to-point rail 
tickets in Europe has not been matched by an increase in the 
cost of the various European rail passes. It’s as if the people 
who market these promotional devices in the U.S. have deliber-
ately slowed their rise in price to keep the trip attractive.  People 
I met were able to hopscotch all over Switzerland with a Swiss 
Rail Pass for just a little bit more than we paid for two tickets at 
a Swiss railroad station. In advance of leaving for Europe, look 
into the various rail-pass possibilities at www.raileurope.com.

2. The ATM machine is your very best bet for obtaining cash. 
Over and over, I discovered that I could get a decent rate, and 
pay no big fee, by using my ATM card at the various ATM ma-
chines in European cities. By contrast, I was shocked by the fees 
and poor exchange rates of the various money-changing kiosks, 
and especially by those counters at airports and train stations.  
The latter, paying high rents to be near the tourist crowds, give 
you a lousy number of euros for your dollars, and then charge 
(at least) 5 percent more as a fee. Even banks, I discovered, now 
charge big commissions for changing your money.  Don’t use 

them.  Go to an ATM machine, and you’ll receive an honest 
exchange.

3. The European equivalent of our T.S.A. will confiscate the 
same items that the T.S.A. does. In European shopping, you 
must stay sensitive to the security check you will later encounter 
at the airport. We had friends who deliberately passed up the 
chance to buy reasonably priced Swiss Army Knives (as gifts 
for their friends) at shops in Lucerne in the expectation that 
they could buy them for much less at an airport tax-free shop.  
Passing through security in the airport for the flight home, and 
rushing to the area of the tax-free shops, they of course dis-
covered that none of these shops were able to sell Swiss Army 
Knives (since those knives could no longer be placed in luggage 
checked aboard). You have to keep mentally agile on your trips 
to Europe, think logically and have eyes in the back of your 
head.

4. You can enjoy big savings by crossing the Atlantic on a 
flight making stops en route to your destination.  I met person 
after person who flew to cities in Europe using frequent-flyer 
mileage — not on the carrier whose program they had joined, 
but on the planes of an “alliance partner” flying out-of-your-
way to another European city — and only then to your desired 
destination.  Thus, people flying to Amsterdam on frequent-flyer 
mileage earned through Continental would go there at very 
cheap cost via Dusseldorf on Lufthansa, a “partner” of Conti-
nental. This involved a bit of a hassle, but saved big sums.  Bear 
in mind that all the major U.S. airlines — American, Conti-
nental, Delta, Northwest, United — belong to airline alliances 
whose other members will honor the frequent-flyer mileage 
programs of the big American carriers (but you are not always 
told that by the U.S. carrier — you have to raise the subject and 
insist).

5. All the tried-and-true rules for smart eating continue to 
bring major savings in today’s Europe. Because more and 
more European hotels include a large buffet breakfast in the 
room charges, enough to fill you long past the lunch hour, it 
has become smarter than ever to make lunch a picnic meal 
from ingredients purchased at a grocery. You eat well, cheaply 
and healthily.  Similarly, at low-cost European restaurants, the 
servings are generally so large that the smart traveler orders an 
appetizer for himself, a main course for his companion and then 
proceeds to split the plates. 

Europe never loses its appeal. As disappointing as the weak 
U.S. dollar is, a trip to Europe is still memorable beyond mea-
sure.

(c) 2008 by Arthur Frommer

BUDGET TRAVEL
F R O M M E R ’ S

BY ARTHUR FROMMER

An overlooked and undervisited city is Strasbourg, the capital of Alsace-
Lorraine and a mighty port of the Rhine River.
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By Monte Dutton

No one would turn down a chance to turn some laps at Darlington 
Raceway with David Pearson.

Old met new at Darlington recently, where Pearson, who won 105 
races in what is now called the Sprint Cup Series, met Edwards, the 
biggest winner of the current season with three victories.

With Pearson strapped into his No. 21 Wood Brothers Mercury, circa 
1971, and Edwards in his No. 99 Claritin Ford, the two took to the 
track. A record 10 of Pearson’s victories took place at Darlington, the 
only track in Pearson’s native South Carolina still hosting major NAS-
CAR races.

Leonard Wood, who turned the wrenches on Pearson’s cars during 
the driver’s glory days, handled all the restoration necessary to put No. 
21 back on the 1.366-mile, egg-shaped track that has been hosting races 
since 1950.

Pearson and Edwards executed a choreographed, side-by-side-finish, 
with the old timer edging the young gun by a nose.

Though he hasn’t won there yet, Edwards said: “Darlington is defi-
nitely my favorite track. A win at Darlington would be so cool because 
of all the history at this track.

“This is a driver’s race track, and you have to be on top of your game 
to run well here, not to mention win.”

Pearson, looking fit at age 73, joked that it was great “to get my 11th 
win here.”

“I’ve been looking forward to this day for a long time,” he added, 
“and I’m honored to have been invited to this event.”

Though Pearson, from Spartanburg, S.C., ranks second all-time to 
Richard Petty in career victories, he’s considered by some to be the 
greatest driver in NASCAR history. Though he rarely competed in ev-
ery race during his career — in those days, many teams concentrated on 
the major races — Pearson won championships in 1966, ’68 and ’69. In 
the latter two years alone, he had 27 victories and 30 runner-up finishes.

At 28, Edwards, who is from Columbia, Mo., has already won 10 
times and finished third in the (then) Nextel Cup standings in 2005. He 
is also the reigning champion of what is now the Nationwide Series.

* * *
A good deal has been written recently about the possibility of drivers 

organizing to play at least an advisory role in the sport’s development. 
Never mind that no tangible evidence exists that such a move is even 
being seriously considered.

Jeff Burton is against it.
“My fear in the drivers having 

an organization is that a group of 
drivers with power isn’t neces-

sarily in our sport’s best interest,” 
said the current Sprint Cup point 
leader. “NASCAR’s willingness 
to listen to drivers is in our best 

interest, but a group of drivers 
that could, because they are given 
power, demand things, that could 

manipulate things for their benefit 
rather than the sport’s benefit, I 

don’t think is a good situation for 
our sport.

“If we were living in poverty 
and we were living lives where 
we were highly underpaid, we 

were mistreated poorly, we were 
miners in the early 1900s, then a 

union would be a productive thing 
because their conditions were so 
deplorable that they had to have 
force. They had to have a group 

in order to get just everyday, 
ordinary things accomplished. We 
don’t have that. … Ultimately it’s 

NASCAR’s job.”
Photo courtesy Darlington Raceway

David Pearson, Leonard Wood and Carl Edwards stand in front of Pearson’s 1971 Mercury at Darlington 
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DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 
By Nikki Merson
I love holidays. I look forward to them differently than just any 

old day. If you ask my husband, I go more than a little crazy at 
Christmas, and we always make a big deal out of birthdays in our 
family. Of course, being the shutterbug that I’ve become, there are 
always dozens of photos left to enjoy. 

But my scrapbooks tell other stories of more ordinary moments. 
Stories of piles of laundry as high as the dryer; of peek-a-boo 
games with my 6-month-old; of pancakes with maple syrup on lazy 
Sunday mornings; of dirty little boys and their Tonka trucks on a 
lethargic June afternoon; of dainty little girls and their pink toe-
nails; of chubby babies, peacefully sleeping, swaddled in an heir-
loom quilt; of disappointments and frustration; of tears, both happy 
and sad; of us, exactly as we are and stories we will remember and 
cherish, for they are a part of who we are. These are the stories that 
capture our life, our family, our world, our history.

Scrapbooking has brought so much texture to my life. I used to 
grumble as I swept up after the kids, gathering crumbs of Play-
Doh and used stickers up off the floor; now I photograph it and 
archive these “crumbs of childhood.” I used to dread the coming 
of frosty winter days with the days ending so early; now I journal 
on my winter pages, memorializing the richness of the cocoa, the 
coziness of the crackling fire. I used to tear out my hair as the 
laundry mounted, spilling over the tops of the baskets and out of 
the laundry room into the hall; now I create the perfect photo shoot 
with a 2-year-old and let her roll around in it, snapping away as she 
feels the different textures, explores the vivid colors and enjoys the 
simple abandon. 

When I quit sweating the details, the small stuff of life, and let 
my camera and my children guide me through my own world, I can 
enjoy the great abundance in my life — the abundance of laughter, 
color, blessings and joy. So when I find myself worrying, stressing 
and complaining, that’s my signal: Grab the kids and the camera 
and be grateful for the love that surrounds me. And scrapbooking 
is what continues to remind me that love is everywhere around me 
when I stop in the midst of an ordinary moment to notice it among 
the “small stuff.”

WE STAND ON GUARD FOR THEE
By Penny Fedorczenko
Some time ago during my vacation, I had the pleasure of travel-

ing to Europe to tour the various regions of France. Our tour group 
was comprised of 45 travelers from a variety of countries. Three 
friends and I made up the Canadian contingent on the bus.

As the days and weeks passed, we had the chance to get to know 
each other better. In some ways, the new friendships that grew 
became as valuable and as memorable as the trip itself.

On the second to last day of the tour, we were making our way to 
Calais and the ferryboat that would take us back across the English 
Channel, on to London and finally to the airport. Throughout the 
trip, as we rode along in the coach, our wonderful French guide 
provided a colorful and interesting commentary to give us a better 
understanding of what we were seeing out the window.

About two hours out of Paris, driving through the peaceful 
French countryside, our guide came on the microphone. His richly 
accented voice was serious and somber.

 “We are presently passing through the World War I battlefields 
just south of Vimy Ridge. If you look to your right, just across the 
field there, you will see the war memorial that the people of France 
erected to the Canadian soldiers who fought so bravely here. Even 
today, some of the residents from the surrounding towns place 
flowers on the memorial regularly. Some lived through the fighting 
and have never forgotten the soldiers who took up their cause. And 
so, my dear Canadian friends at the back of the bus, I would like to 
say thank you from the people here in Vimy for the unselfish acts 
of your Canadian soldiers.”

Across the grassy field, the stone monument stood erect and 
proud against the French sky. A Canadian flag rippled softly in 
the calm breeze. The passengers, each deep in their own thoughts, 
stared silently out the windows. Lost in the moment, I could visu-
alize the sights and sounds of war. Suddenly, an unexpected wave 
of emotion swept over me. I felt immense sadness for those men 
who never returned home to Canadian soil, but at the same time, 
my heart swelled with an enormous sense of pride. Tears filled my 
eyes. I was embarrassed by my uncontrolled reaction. As I turned 
around, I realized that each of my friends had experienced the 
same feelings — their eyes were also wet with tears. We smiled 
knowingly at each other, not speaking a word.

I had traveled all this way to appreciate what it means to be 
Canadian.

(c) 2008 Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen
Distributed by King Features Syndicate

Chicken Soup for the Soul
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ANTIQUE GARDEN TOOLS
By Ralph and Terry Kovel    

Folk art takes many forms, anything 
from cigar-store Indians to bottle-cap 
figures and carved coal pictures. It is the 
art of the untrained artist, and each piece 
is unique. With spring comes thoughts of 
the garden and where to place antique 
urns, pots, statues, architectural tiles, 
fountains, sundials, bird feeders and 
other collected pieces. Fashionable 
gardens today often have gates or fences 
decorated with antiques. Old gardening 
equipment is popular. Galvanized metal 
watering cans of the past have long 
spouts and large heads. Some European 
examples have brass heads. Old, rusty 
metal hand tools that can hang on a fence 
also are popular. Larger gardening tools 
like rakes, pitchforks and shovels can 
be put in the ground as if just left by a 
gardener or worked into a folk art gate or 
fence. Brunk Auctions sold a garden gate 
made from a pine frame decorated with a 
vintage shovel, pitchfork, sickle, trowels 
and hand cultivator. The 48-by-49-inch 
gate made in the 20th century sold for 
$650. Recycle your old tools or some you 
spot at a garage sale into a special folk art 
garden accent.

* * *

Q. I have a small table that converts 
into a desk. The table’s single drawer 
holds a writing surface that lifts to reveal 
a storage section. Inside there’s a sunken 
inkwell and a tray that can hold pens and 
pencils. There’s also a gold seal inside 
that says “Cadillac Desk Table, Cadillac 
Cabinet Co., Detroit, Michigan.” Four 
patent dates between 1906 and 1908 are 
also on the seal. Please tell me about the 
company.

A. The Cadillac Cabinet Co. was related 
to the Wolverine Manufacturing Co., both 
of Detroit. Cadillac desk-tables came in 
oak or mahogany and were advertised 

and sold widely in the early 1900s. The 
ads were directed primarily at women, 
who were encouraged to consider the 
piece a practical bedside table. Cadillac 
desk-tables sell today for $150 to $500, 
depending on condition, style and type of 
wood.

* * *

Q. One of my souvenir spoons is a 
4-inch sterling silver commemorative 
spade from the 1911 ground-breaking for 
the 1915 Panama Pacific International 
Exposition in San Francisco. The 
inscription on the blade of the shovel 
states: “Used by William Howard Taft, 
President of the United States, October 
14th, 1911 in turning the first spadeful of 
earth for the Panama Pacific International 
Exposition to be held in San Francisco, 
1915.” I found a photo of the same 
souvenir on the Web site of the Palace 
of Fine Arts, one of the World’s Fair 
buildings. Do you know how many of 
these little shovels were made and how 
much one is worth?

A. The Pan-Pacific Exposition was held 

to celebrate the opening of the Panama 
Canal, a boon to trade and travel to and 
from California. Shreve & Co., a well-
known San Francisco silver manufacturer, 
made not only the real, full-size shovel 
Taft used, but also made the little gilded 
replica shovels to be sold as souvenirs. 
They must have been popular and fairly 
plentiful, because they come up for sale 
regularly. Prices range from $35 to $70.

* * *

Q. In the 1960s I collected a complete 
set of 36 dolls from the Reddi-Wip 
company. The 8-inch plastic dolls are 
dressed in the ethnic costumes of 
various countries. I contacted ConAgra, 
which now owns the brand, to get some 
information about the dolls, but no one 
there could help me. I even have the 
original color order form, which pictures 
30 dolls, and says you can get as many 
dolls as you want. For each doll, you had 
to send $1 plus the red lock tab from a 
Reddi-Wip can. I would like to know who 
made the dolls and what they’re worth.

A. Reddi-Wip, a brand of whipping 
cream you squirt from a can, was invented 
in 1948. The brand went nationwide in 
1954. Reddi-Wip’s “Dolls of the World” 
promotion started in 1965 and continued 
until at least 1976. Plastic 8-inch dolls 
were made by many companies in the 
1950s and ‘60s, so if a maker’s mark is 
not on the dolls, it’s impossible to guess 
who made them. Today the dolls are not 
worth more than a few dollars each, but 
the whole set might bring a premium.

Write to Kovels at King Features 
Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., 15th Floor, 
New York, NY 10019, or visit www.Kovels.
com.

© 2008 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Distributed by King Features Syndicate

 This garden gate is a one-of-a-kind 
piece of folk art that sold recently for 
$650 at Brunk Auctions in Asheville, N.C. 
Unpainted pine and rusty vintage tools 
were combined to make a unique piece.
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GREENWICH CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE CENTER
1200 East Putnam Avenue, Riverside, CT  203 698-1419

QUALITY medical care is available immediately and 
without an appointment when you walk into the 
GREENWICH CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE CENTER

Treatment of routine illnesses and injuries
School and sports physicals
Diagnosis of sprains and fractures
Minor eye injuries
Colds, coughs, flu and rashes
Lyme disease treatment
Summertime injuries including bee stings and tick bites
Lacerations and minor surgical procedures
X-ray and lab
Workers’ Comp treatment
Occupational health services
Botox now available

HOURS
Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

CONVENIENT
From I-95 (North or South) take exit 
5. Turn left off the ramp onto 
East Putnam Avenue. The Center is 
500 feet on your left.
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BY AL AND KELLY 
CARRELL
MAINTAIN THE GRILL 

A good barbecue grill will 
last a long time, but even the 
best need to be cleaned and 
maintained in order to be 
ready when you are. Here 
are a few things you should 
do to keep your grill ready 
for your family cookouts.

Cleaning is always the 
first job to take care of. This 
can be a dirty job, so use a 
dropcloth. It’s a good idea 
to wear safety glasses and 
gloves and have plenty of 
ventilation. Oven cleaner is a 
good cleaner to use. Spray it 
on and let it work according 
to the label directions. Most 
surfaces are safely scrubbed 
with a stiff-bristle brush or 
pad. A second application 
can be used if you need 
to do more cleaning. The 
grates, grills and other parts 

can be cleaned separately. 
If any of these parts have a 
protective coating on them, 
don’t scrub too hard or use 
very abrasive tools.

Use heat-resistant paint to 
touch up any places where 
paint has worn off.

Use wire or toothpicks to 
clean out gas jets. Replace 
any parts that are worn out 
or not functioning properly. 
Many hardware stores and 
grill dealers have universal 
fittings, or they can help you 
find replacement parts. 

Make sure handles, hinges 
and other moving parts are 
cleaned and lubricated. 
Tighten them if necessary.

If using propane tanks 
or a gas outlet, have them 
inspected for leakage. A 
gauge is a super add-on for 
propane tanks to keep you 
advised of their level so you 
don’t run out in the middle 
of your next party. Always 
shut off the gas or propane 
at the source before leaving 
the area after cooking is 
complete.

If your grill is located in 
an unprotected area, invest 
in a quality cover. It will pay 
you back in the long run.

Remember to take care 
of your grill, and it will be 
ready whenever you need it. 
Cooking outdoors is a super 
way to entertain and keep 
your kitchen cooler and 

cleaner in the summertime.
* * *

Q: I know ladybugs are 
supposed to be beneficial, 
but I have a whole lot of 
them. Is this OK? — H.G.

A: Ladybugs are very 
beneficial. In fact, many 
people will actually buy 
them to put in their gardens, 
so you are one step ahead of 
them and are saving money. 
They do move around the 
area, so they might not stay 
there for long. You could 
take a closer look and make 
sure they haven’t found a 
large number of pests in 
your yard, although they will 
take care of them quickly, in 
most cases. Ladybugs are 
super!

* * *
Q: I have found many 

holes around the base of our 
brick home. I was caulking 
the windows and started to 
caulk these holes, and my 
neighbor stopped me. He 
said these are supposed to be 
there, and I shouldn’t cover 
them. They are all around 
the base of the house. Is he 
right?— C.F.

A: Yes, he is correct. We 
believe you are describing 
“weep holes,” which are 
placed at the bottom of brick 
walls to allow moisture to 
escape from behind the wall. 
Uncover any holes you have 
blocked. 

T H E  S U P E R  H A N D Y M A N

Got a question or a handy tip? Send it to The Super Handyman in care of this 
publication, or visit our Web site at  www.thesuperhandyman.com. Those of general 

interest will be used in future columns. 

(c) 2008 Cowles Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved
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STAN SMITH’S TENNIS CLASS

Play Better Golf  with JACK NICKLAUS

We hope you enjoy all the features and entertainment in our fun magazine.
Drop us a line if you have any suggestions, comments, or just to say “hello”

feedback@thebestoftimes.us
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